
 
 
November 5, 2020 
 
The Honorable Robert E. Lighthizer 
United States Trade Representative  
600 Seventeenth Street, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20508 
 
Dear Ambassador Lighthizer: 
 
On behalf of the Americans for Free Trade coalition, we write to urge the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR) to move expeditiously to extend exclusions for products covered 
by the Section 301 China tariffs before they expire on December 31, 2020. Doing so would 
provide certainty for American businesses already struggling with the economic fallout from 
COVID-19 and avoid doing additional harm to the U.S. economy. 
 
Our coalition represents every part of the U.S. economy including manufacturers, farmers and 
agribusinesses, retailers, technology companies, service suppliers, natural gas and oil companies, 
powersports manufacturers, importers, exporters, and other supply chain stakeholders. 
Collectively, we support tens of millions of American jobs through our vast supply chains.   
 
While we continue to advocate for the full elimination of the Section 301 tariffs, we recognize 
the important role that the product exclusion process has played in alleviating the burden of 
additional tariffs for some American businesses. So long as Section 301 tariffs remain in place, 
having a predictable, fair, and transparent product exclusion process is vital to creating a 
modicum of certainty for American businesses. That certainty, however, is in jeopardy as all 
remaining product exclusions are set to expire at the end of this year. As American businesses 
continue to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, they should not have to face the uncertainty 
of tax increases on January 1 because of a reimposition of tariffs on previously excluded 
products. It remains unclear whether USTR intends to offer additional product exclusion 
extension opportunities for the remaining exclusions. We believe it is crucial for USTR to do so. 
 
More specifically, we urge USTR to automatically extend existing product exclusions for at least 
six months. This move would be welcome news to the American businesses, workers, 
consumers, and farmers who have paid nearly $60 billion in taxes to the federal government in 
the form of tariffs since the trade war with China began. It would also provide certainty for 
American businesses trying to recover from the economic harm caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Alternatively, we urge USTR to issue a Federal Register Notice announcing a new 
public comment period to extend expiring exclusions as soon as possible. This should also 
include an opportunity to submit comments for products covered by exclusions that were not 
extended by USTR earlier this year.  
 
 
 



 
 
Extending product exclusions is a straightforward and efficient way for the administration to 
provide certainty and relief to American businesses during this difficult economic time. Until the 
Section 301 tariffs are fully eliminated, we urge USTR to maintain a robust, predictable, and 
transparent product exclusion process. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Maine Grocers & Food Producers Association 
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Retail Council of New York State 
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Retailers Association of Massachusetts 
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Assn. 
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The Hardwood Federation 
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US-China Business Council 
Virginia Retail Merchants Association 
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Window and Door Manufacturers Association 
World Pet Association, Inc. (WPA) 
 

 
CC: Secretary Steven Mnuchin, U.S. Department of Treasury 
 Secretary Wilbur Ross, U.S. Department of Commerce 
 Secretary Sonny Perdue, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 Director Larry Kudlow, National Economic Council of the United States 
 Members of Congress 


